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MEMORANDUM 

Due to the technical nature of this series of updates, I have prepared a glossary of frequently used terms.  
Many of these definitions can be found on page 46 of the Introduction Chapter, as well, which is the 
official definitions section of Wasco County 2040, the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Committed Lands: During the 1983 Comprehensive Plan process, Wasco County identified lands that, 
according to analysis, were determined to be irrevocably committed to non-resource uses.  The result was 
to zone those lands residential, commercial, or industrial. 
 
Destination Resort:  Self-contained developments that provide visitor-oriented lodging and developed 
recreational facilities in a setting with high natural amenities. There are specific definitions and guidelines 
available for the creation of destination resorts, as well as references to the statutes that relate to Goal 8 
and destination resorts. 
 
Destination Resort Eligibility Map:  In order for a County to consider an application for a destination 
resort, it must first adopt a map consisting of eligible lands for large destination resorts within the county. 
The map shall be based on reasonably available information, and shall not be subject to revision or 
refinement after adoption except in conformance with ORS 197.455, and 197.610 to 197.625, but not 
more frequently than once every 30 months. The county shall develop a process for collecting and 
processing concurrently all map amendments made within a 30-3 month planning period. A map adopted 
pursuant to this section shall be the sole basis for determining whether tracts of land are eligible for siting 
of large destination resorts under the provisions of this goal and ORS 197.435 to 197.467.  The map only 
shows areas in the County where destination resorts could potentially be permitted as is not an implicit 
approval of a destination resort.  
 
EPD-8: Environmental Protection District 8 (Sensitive Wildlife) is Wasco County’s overlay zone for 
protection of big game (deer and elk) habitat. 
 
EPD-12: Environmental Protection District 12 (Sensitive Birds) is Wasco County’s overlay zone for 
protection of sensitive bird habitat.  Sensitive birds include raptor species and owls in Wasco County. 
 
ESEE Analysis:  ESEE is the Environmental, Social, Economic and Energy analysis required by Oregon 
Administrative Rule 660-023 when developing protections for Goal 5 resources.  The ESEE Analysis looks 
at consequences of protections under the lens of environmental, social, economic and energy. 
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Goal 5:  The fifth of the Statewide Land Use Planning Goals, Goal 5 aims to protect natural resources and 
conserve scenic and historic areas and open spaces.  The rules guiding Goal 5 protections and the process 
for analysis are in OAR 660-023. 
 
Goal Exception: A goal exception refers to the rule (ORS 197.732) which allows Oregon Counties to adopt 
rezones that waive requirements of several Statewide Land Use Planning Goals if they meet certain 
criteria in statute.  This is most commonly used for resource (farm or forest) lands to rezone to residential, 
commercial or industrial zones.  There are three basic paths for exceptions including physically developed, 
irrevocably committed or reasons which are defined in ORS 197.732 and OAR 660-004. 
 
 


